AURICULA’S GARDEN

2021 SPRING KAL

This little fella was following me round last time I was in the garden, hoping I’d
made his life a bit easier and had unearthed some worms for him.

It was early and there was just me and him. Made me think of ‘Morning has
broken’. I’d recommend you check out Rick Wakeman’s rendition, simply
beautiful. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VebVIXSQFC0
Day 20 - Blackbird
The Tail:

With black wool cast on 12 stitches.

Stocking stitch 24 rows (knit 1 row, purl 1 row).

The Breast:

Reverse stocking stitch starting with a Purl row 16 rows.

Row 41: knit 2, knit 2 together through back of loop (k2togtbl), knit 1, knit 2
together (k2tog), knit 1, k2tog, knit 2.
Row 42: Purl.

Row 43: knit 2, k2togtbl, knit 2, k2tog, knit 2.
Row 44: Purl.
Row 45: knit.

Place 7 stitches on a holder. Cut wool leaving a tail.
The Back:

Turn your work over. Pick up the 12 loops where the tail ends at the start of the
breast starting on the left hand side.

Row 15: knit 2, k2togtbl, k1, K2tog, k1, k2tog, knit 2.
Row 16: Purl.

Row 17: knit 2, k2togtbl, knit 1, k2tog, knit 2.
Row 18: Purl.
Row 19: knit.

The Back head:

Starting with a purl row stocking stitch 6 rows.
Purl 1 row.
Knit 1 row.

Cast off purl-wise. Cut wool leaving a short tail.
The Front Head:

Put the stitches on the holder back on a needle with the tail to the left hand side.
Stocking stitch 2 rows.

Next row: Cast on 2 stitches. Knit to end (9 stitches).

Next row: Cast on 2 stitches. Purl to end (11 stitches).
Stocking stitch 8 rows.

Next row: Knit 2, k2togtbl, knit 3, K2tog, knit 2.
Next row. Purl.

Next row. Knit 2, k2togtbl, knit 1, K2tog, knit 2.
Cast off purl-wise. Cut off wool leaving a 6” tail.
The First Wing:

With black wool cast on 4 stitches and stocking stitch 2 rows.
Cast on 2 stitches. Stocking stitch 2 rows.

Cast on 2 stitches. Stocking stitch 2 rows (8 stitches).
Knit 1 row.

Purl 2 together twice, purl to end (6 stitches).
Knit 1 row.

Purl 2 together, purl to end (5 stitches).
Knit 1 row.

Purl 2 together, purl to end (4 stitches).
Cast off. Cut wool leaving a 4” tail.
The Second Wing:

With black wool cast on 4 stitches and stocking stitch 3 rows.
Cast on 2 stitches. Stocking stitch 2 rows.

Cast on 2 stitches. Stocking stitch 3 rows (8 stitches).
K2togtbl twice, knit to end (6 stitches).
Purl 1 row.

K2togtbl, knit to end (5 stitches).
Purl 1 row.

K2togtbl, knit to end (4 stitches).

Cast off. Cut wool leaving a 4” tail.

Make up:

Using mattress stitch join the back and the breast pieces.

Thread the cast on tail at the bottom of the tail along the bottom edge.

Run a gathering thread along the top of the tail and draw up tight. Fasten off
and thread in.

Stuff the body through the neck

Join the cap and the back of the head. Thread in.
Join one side of the head.
Stuff the head.

Join the other side of the head. Thread in end.

Position the wings and slip stitch to the body. Thread in ends.
With white wool embroider the eyes with french knots and with yellow or orange
wool embroider the beak with overseen stitched built up to a point. Thread in
ends.

You can add legs if you wish.
If you are hanging on bunting or as a decoration add a hanging cord.

Here he is on a trip to San Francisco!
Talk tomorrow 🐦
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